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Thursday 29 December 2022 

Feast of St Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr  

Liturgical Colour: Red. Year: A(I). 

Readings at Mass 

____________________ 

 

Entrance Antiphon 

Cf. Ps.118:46,47 

In the presence of kings, O Lord, I will declare your will,  

for your commands have been my delight. 

 

____________________ 

 

Collect 

O God, who gave the Martyr Saint Thomas Becket 

the courage to give up his life for the sake of justice, 

grant, through his intercession, 

that, renouncing our life 

for the sake of Christ in this world, 

we may find it in heaven. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

Or: 

O God, who gave to your Bishop Saint Thomas  

the grace to lay aside all earthly fear  

and be faithful even unto death,  

grant, we pray, at his intercession  

that your people disregarding worldly esteem  

may resist what is wrong, uphold your rule  

and serve you to their life’s end.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

____________________ 

 

First reading 

Colossians 1:24-29 

I became the servant of the Church 

It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now, and in my own body to do what I can 

to make up all that has still to be undergone by Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. I became 

the servant of the Church when God made me responsible for delivering God’s message to you, 
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the message which was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries and has now been revealed 

to his saints. It was God’s purpose to reveal it to them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery 

to pagans. The mystery is Christ among you, your hope of glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, 

this is the wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone and instruct everyone, to make them all 

perfect in Christ. It is for this I struggle wearily on, helped only by his power driving me 

irresistibly. 

 

____________________ 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Psalm 22(23) 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 

where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 

to revive my drooping spirit. 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 

He guides me along the right path; 

he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 

no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 

with these you give me comfort. 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 

You have prepared a banquet for me 

in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 

my cup is overflowing. 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 

all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 

for ever and ever. 

The Lord is my shepherd: there is nothing I shall want. 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Mt5:6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

they shall be satisfied. 
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Alleluia! 

 

____________________ 

 

Gospel 

Luke 22:24-30 

I confer a kingdom on you, just as the Father conferred one on me 

A dispute arose between the disciples about which should be reckoned the greatest, but Jesus said 

to them: 

‘Among pagans it is the kings who lord it over them, and those who have authority over them 

are given the title Benefactor. This must not happen with you. No; the greatest among you must 

behave as if he were the youngest, the leader as if he were the one who serves. For who is the 

greater: the one at table or the one who serves? The one at table, surely? Yet here am I among you 

as one who serves! 

‘You are the men who have stood by me faithfully in my trials; and now I confer a kingdom on 

you, just as my Father conferred one on me: you will eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, 

and you will sit on thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel.’ 

 

____________________ 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

May the offerings we bring  

in celebration of Saint Thomas  

be acceptable to you, we pray, O Lord,  

so that they may be pleasing to your majesty  

just as the shedding of this Martyr’s blood  

was precious in your sight.  

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

____________________ 

 

Communion Antiphon 

Matt. 10:39 

Whoever loses his life for my sake 

will find it in eternity, says the Lord. 

 

____________________ 

 

Prayer after Communion 

May the sacred mysteries of which we have partaken, 

O Lord, we pray, 

give us that determination which made your blessed Martyr N. 

faithful in your service 

and victorious in suffering. 

Through Christ our Lord. 
 


