CATHOLIC PARISH OF KIDLINGTON AND WOODSTOCK
Including St Thomas More Catholic Church and Primary School
And St Hugh of Lincoln
Parish Assembly Support Group
Minutes of the meeting held at St Thomas More church hall
On Tuesday 30 September 2025

In attendance: 	Fr Prem Fernando				Tim Selwood
			Kathleen McGlynn (Chair)			Kazia Kantor
			John Bellasis (Secretary)			Marika Dimech
 			Rania Naser (School Support)		Anne Garrett
Mary Laina					Irma Foster
			Louis Borucki					Mary Joseph
				

Apologies: Sandra Lenegan, Kathy Morrison, Juliann Exley, Margaret King and Charles King

1. Fr Prem opened the meeting at 5:05pm with a prayer to the Holy Spirit and a Welcome. He appointed Kathleen McGlynn as Chair of the meeting.
2. Urgent: Fr Prem had no information as to who would succeed him as our parish priest but gave reassurance that all matters would be covered:
2.1. The Very Reverend Canon Mervyn Towers, as Dean of Oxford North Deanery, is responsible for priestly coverage in our parish; primarily for Sunday Masses.
2.2. Maggie Borucki, as parish secretary, will liaise with Fr Mervyn
2.3. Mary May will continue to keep house at the presbytery
2.4. Lou Borucki and Sean Calnan will continue to oversee buildings and gardens
2.5. Ian Drury, Maggie Borucki, Millie de Ponte for St Thomas More (STM) Sunday liturgy; Jane Lemon, Ann Wilkins for STM Saturday liturgy; and Sandra Lenegan for St Hugh of Lincoln liturgy
2.6. All volunteers are requested to hold their positions to the best of their abilities.
3. Minutes of the last meeting 3/06/25 were approved and signed.
4. Matters arising:
4.1. Video of flood waters entering the Diocesan premises from the public highway is outstanding.
4.2. LB reported that a major clearance had taken place to make storage safe.
4.3. It was suggested that the prospect of parish mergers become a regular item for the agenda. There was nothing to report on this occasion.
4.4. It was suggested that fundraising become a regular item for the agenda (and would require representation from the Fundraising Committee). An annual 2nd collection provides a contribution to the school fund.
4.5. Fr Prem expressed his gratitude to IF and Margaret King for organising the Jubilee Pilgrimage to Littlemore which was well attended.
4.6. RN reported that Children’s liturgy at St Hugh’s is still planned.



5. Parish & School Collaboration:
5.1. Fr Prem thanked the school for hosting a successful Summer Party with excellent food, and entertainment by the accomplished Pye Family Trio and a superb solo demonstration of River Dance routines by Alana Keady, Year 6.
5.2. It was proposed to make the Sacramental Programme a regular item for the agenda. RN said that school children in Year 3 are in a programme and she would like to see the school and parish linked through the programme so that non-STM children can benefit.  Fr Prem emphasised that there must be guaranteed continuity.  RN pointed out that there were no funds coming to the school from the diocese, so extra-curricular initiatives are voluntary. Fr Prem thinks that diocesan funding is available for school/parish partnership.  (Perhaps the Finance Committee could look into this.)
5.3. Following comments in para 4.4 above, ML advised that the annual wreath-making session is planned for Saturday 6th December.
6. Parish Youth: JB said he had spoken to Pablo Callejo (our Youth Group Lead) about Kenelm Oxford, highlighting their calendar with its national events.
7. Retreats, Liturgy, Ministries:  It was proposed that forthcoming diocesan events and local study groups could be more prominent in the notices.
8. Church Maintenance:
8.1. LB stated that the condition of the remaining wooden windows at STM are beyond repair and due for replacement.
8.2. The STM sacristy ceiling has been repaired and re-plastered.
8.3. Two STM fire doors require attention and there is a broken gutter on the side of the hall.
8.4. There are no other Health & Safety issues pending.
9. Other Business:  
9.1. LB proposed holding an extraordinary meeting on Tuesday 11th November when further meeting dates next year will be agreed.
9.2. [bookmark: _GoBack]LB led the tributes to Fr Prem commending him for keeping us going through the Covid lockdown with his ingenious interactive online Masses.  His initiative has continued to benefit those that are unable to attend Mass in person.  When St Hugh’s lost their organist to Eynsham, Fr Prem initiated the use of his iPhone to relay the music through the public address system and this has proved beneficial at St Thomas More also, for the Saturday vigil Mass for example.  Particular gratitude was conveyed for Fr Prem’s professionalism and his patience; his ability to adapt for the children’s masses.  The in-class Masses in the school either side of the Covid lockdown have been a special experience for those attending from outside the school.  RN confirmed the gratitude felt by the school for all that Fr Prem has done for the children.  Sandra Lenegan asked JB to include here her tribute to Fr Prem on behalf of all those at St Hugh’s who are indebted to our priest for his constant, faithful, committed, priestly ministry over these past 12 years.  We hope he will never underestimate all his achievements for us and the lives he has touched.  Fr Prem wanted to thank the very many helpers, and he explained how he had felt the support coming and it had given him strength.  He is especially grateful for all the gifts and farewells the parish has given.
10. The meeting closed at 18:35 with a blessing from Fr Prem.
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